
Springfield Information for Parents- Spring 1 

Welcome back and Happy New Year! I hope you have enjoyed the Christmas break. This term our 

topic is Ancient Egypt. 

Literacy 

In literacy, we will begin by consolidating last term’s work on instructions through a short unit about 

mummification in Ancient Egypt. Then we will learn about descriptive writing, also linked to our 

topic. After this, we will focus on newspaper reports, linked to our class book and the discovery of 

Tutankhamun. 

SPAG- We will have daily spelling, punctuation and grammar sessions, linked to our other reading 

and writing work. 

Class Reading- In Springfield, instead of small group guided reading sessions, we have whole class 

reading sessions, where we study the skills of reading. Some children will still take part in small 

group and individual reading sessions in addition to this. 

Class Book- Secrets of a Sun King by Emma Carroll 

Maths 

This half-term, Year 5 will begin by developing their understanding of multiplication and division, 

with a particular focus on written methods and solving problems. They will then further their study 

of fractions, decimals and percentages including how they relate to each other.  

Year 6 will begin by learning about ratio and proportion, including the link between fractions and 

ration, scale drawing and scale factors. They will then move onto algebra, where they will form 

expressions, learn about substitution and formulae, and form and solve equations. Finally, they will 

work with decimals: rounding, adding, subtraction, multiplying and dividing. 

Flashback 4- Each maths sessions will begin with a ‘Flashback 4’, which is a quick review of 4 areas 

they have previously studied. 

Arithmetic- The children will practise their arithmetic skills regularly and each week will complete an 

arithmetic quiz. 

Science 

In science, our topic is micro-organisms and classification. We will begin by giving reasons for 

classifying animals based on their similarities and differences. We will then move onto standard 

systems of classification and the Linnaean System. We will then investigate helpful and harmful 

micro-organisms, drawing conclusions through using observations. Finally, we will then classify 

organisms found on our school field. 

RE 

In RE, our focus question is: What does it mean if God is Holy and loving? We will begin by making 

connections between biblical texts and Christian ideas of God. We will link this learning to our focus 

question and use it to write our own poetry. Then, through a virtual cathedral tour, knowledge of 

the parish church and listening to hymns, we will develop an understanding of how Christians 

respond to the idea that God is omnipotent. We will consider how Biblical ideas about how God is 



Holy and loving might make a difference in the world today and explain examples of how Christians 

have put their beliefs about God into practice. 

Christian Values- Our class Christian value for this year is trust and the school Christian value for this 

half-term is truthfulness. 

PE 

In PE, we will be working on our football skills with coaches from HP Activities. We will also be 

creating a dance composition in small groups based on the idea of ‘bullying’. The children will apply 

taught choreographic devices such as canon, unison, action/reaction, speed, order and levels to 

different sections of the dance. 

Music 

In music, our learning will be focussed around the song: Fresh prince of Bel-Air by Will Smith. The 

children will have the opportunity to learn so sing the song, play instrumental accompaniments, 

improvise and compose with the song. They will also listen to and appraise a range of other hip-hop 

songs, developing their use of musical language and understanding of the inter-related dimensions 

of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc.). 

History 

As I mentioned earlier, in history this term we will be learning about Ancient Egypt. This half-term, 

we will find out about: the different ways Ancient Egyptians lived and worked, the ritual of 

mummification, and hieroglyphics. Throughout this unit of work we will be developing an 

understanding of evidence can give us different answers about the past and investigating artefacts. 

Geography 

Our geography focus will be deserts. We will find out about their locations, weather and climate. We 

will learn about desert formations, how deserts are used and lived in by people and the causes and 

effects of desertification. This will be linked to modern day Egypt and Ethiopia. We will also link this 

work with our history, considering the impact of the geography of Egypt on its ancient people.  

PSHE 

In PSHE, we will be focussing on media literacy and digital resilience. We will begin by considering 

the impact of news stories on feelings and emotions. We will then move onto identifying fake news 

and its consequences. Then, we will develop an understanding of how online news is targeted to the 

reader. Next we will find out about online representations and how ‘media makers’ decide what to 

share. Finally, we will consider the credibility of online sources. 

French 

In French, we will be focussing on telling the time. As well as reviewing the children’s Y3/4 maths 

skills, this will develop their spoken and written language skills through developing sentences, 

conversations and widening their vocabulary. 

Art 

In art, we will begin by making detailed observation drawings of our faces, using pencil, with a focus 

on different types of marks. We will then move onto looking at some work by David Hockney and 

using charcoal to make marks and create self-portraits. We will then study the work of Man Ray and 



use this to inspire our own pen drawings of masks. Following on from this, we will make our own 

papier mâché Egyptian death masks. 

DT 

The main part of our DT this term will be completed next half-term but we will begin to design 

automata animals, based on animals that would be found in the Sahara Desert. 

Computing 

In computing, we will be developing our understanding and use of computerised concept maps. We 

will create simple concept maps and use them to develop and information texts. Following on from 

this, we will use them to develop a presentation. This will all be linked to our topic. 

 

Important Information and Class Routines 

PE 

PE days are Tuesdays & Wednesdays. Please could you ensure that your child has a full PE kit in 

school on these days and any earrings are removed. 

Homework 

Homework for each week will be set on Teams on Fridays. It will need to be completed by the 

following Wednesday. 

Walking Home 

If your child is allowed to walk home on their own, please could you inform a member of Springfield 

staff. 

 

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask. 

 

Mrs Newby, Mrs Lewis, Mrs Cody & Mr Gee 

 

 

 

 

 


